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My goal for 2014 is to:

“Compete in my first “Ensure every enlisted  “Start my master’s program  “Learn something new “Use fewer
biathlon with the Alaska ~ member of the Alaska Air in counseling.” every day and remember Post-it® notes.”
National Guard team.” National Guard has the what I've learned!”

professional opportunities
he or she deserves.”
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Tools and Pride.

The 168th Maintenance Squadron
Repair and Reclamation shop tool
box stands in one of the wing’s
hangars.

Nose to Tail, Wing Tip to Wing Tip

Story and photos by Airman First Class Francine St. Laurent, 168th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska ... The minute hand
steadily clicks past taped-up pictures of hammers and wrenches
on the clock in the 168th Maintenance Squadron Repair and
Reclamation shop. Airmen mill about performing computer-based
training and other administrative tasks, awaiting the call that will
set their day in motion.

A cackle lights up the speaker over the airway.

“Dispatch R and R for a red ball,” calls the maintenance
operations center expediter over the radio. “The rudder’s stuck.
Won'’t go to the right.”

Before the radio transmission can finish, Airmen quickly don
their safety gear and are out of the shop. By the time the minute hand
strides past the hammer, the room is empty.

Tucked away in Hangar 1140, or “Thunderdome,” the 168th
R and R shop plays an important role in the 168th Air Refueling
Wing’s mission.

That mission is to train Alaska Guardsmen to provide a constant
Air Force capability of global reach and vigilance with the KC-135
aircraft and early warning space systems in order to stand ready to
protect American resources and Alaska communities.

Accomplishing that enterprise, 168th ARW aircraft transfer more
fuel than any other Air National Guard tanker wing. With so many
tankers in the air, it’s important that 168th ARW aircraft are in
gear and ready to go.

“We’re the ones that go from nose to tail, wing tip to wing tip;
we touch everything on the jet,” said Staff Sergeant Bill Smith,
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168th Maintenance Squadron aerospace maintenance technician.

R and R is responsible for checking cable tension, or rigging,
and maintaining landing gear, flight controls, windows, wheels and
tires. They also play a part in crash recovery as well as maintaining
the six tripod jacks used to lift a KC-135.

“If you want the planes to fly straight and level and you want
them to land, you need R and R,” said Technical Sergeant Pete
Smith, 168th MXS aerospace maintenance technician.

R and R Airmen go to the same technical school as crew chiefs
do, but they learn specialized skills in their home unit. In fact, crew
chiefs, the isochronal inspection shop and R and R all have the
same Air Force specialty code.

“It makes our job unique,” said Master Sergeant George Bender,
168th MXS R and R shop chief. “There is no tech school for our
craft. We learn through trial by fire. We have to pass down our
knowledge to the next generation of Airmen.”

Knowledgeable in a handful of skill sets, aerospace maintenance
technicians work on parts both big and small.

According to Senior Airman Torre Jackson, 168th MXS
aerospace maintenance technician, the R and R shop uses a bead
breaker to break down and build tires.

“We take the inner ring apart from the tire and send the tire in
to be inspected for cracks,” Jackson said. “Then we reconstruct the
tire when we receive the new parts.”

Six tripod jacks are needed to lift the KC-135 in order to
remove the landing gear, Jackson said. Together, eight Airmen lift
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the aircraft, ensuring that the pressure gauge on each tripod does
not exceed 20,000 tons. One Airman stands on a ladder and
watches a ruler’s yellow level that shows whether the aircraft is
balanced. Along with a supervisor, he tells his wingmen to raise or
lower tripod jacks in order to balance the tanker.

The R and R shop also maintains cables and checks cable
tension.

“Changing cables is not hard; it’s tedious,” Jackson said. “We
change them if they corrode or if you see wear.”

According to Bill Smith, the best part of his job is working on
the landing gear.

“It’s the most fun, but the most time consuming,” he said. “You
go out there and spend a couple days doing it, but we’re out there
swinging 36-pound brass hammers and gigantic pins to hold this
thing in there.”

Many Airmen said it is the challenge that makes working in
R and R the best job in the wing.

“We don’t do the same thing every day,” Jackson said. “We get
challenged in a way because we get stuff that makes us go into our
books and really research.”

Some equipment that R and R Airmen service rarely breaks or
needs replacing.

“We get to work on pieces that, in a 16-year span, have been
worked on by three people,” said Bill Smith of a stabilizer trim
actuator they replaced in September.

The 127-pound horizontal threaded rod moves the tail up and
down. But to get to it, R and R Airmen must climb through a tail
compartment access door, roughly the size of an average car
window with space inside enough for three people.

“You can stand up straight, but you're between cables and other
little greasy things,” Jackson said. “It’s dark up there with no air
flow, and that’s why they call it the hell hole.”

“When it’s outside and it’s summer time and you’re up there, it
gets up into the 90s, 100 degrees,” Bill Smith said. “Unless we’re
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Keeping Aircraft Flying. Senior Airman Torre Jackson, left, and Technical
Sergeant Pete Smith, both of the 168th Maintenance Squadron Repair and Reclamation
shop, work on a KC-135 at Eielson Air Force Base.

making noise or our feet are dangling out, you don’t even know
that we’re up there.”
“And then we look kind of like clowns coming out,” Jackson
said. “It’s like, ‘How many people are going to come out there?’”
The 168th ARW provides the opportunity to flex different
muscles and learn new skills — the R & R shop is a closely knit
group.

“We’re goofballs,” Jackson said. “We just get along like we're a
family and we look out for each other. It’s a fun job.”

While the shop may be a little farther down the flight line,
tucked away in the Thunderdome, its importance to the wing
cannot be overlooked. H

New Military Security Studies

Minor in HSEM Program Now
at UAF

FAIRBANKS, Alaska ... The Homeland
Security and Emergency Management
Program at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks has introduced a Military Security
Studies minor to assist military members and
veterans in earning a bachelor’s degree. The
minor will accept up to 10 credits from a
military transcript toward completion of a
16-credit minor, requiring those with the
requisite military experience to take only two
classes to round out the minor.

“We know service members gain valuable
expertise and insight through military
schools and training, and we want them to
know we honor that,” said Cameron Carlson
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HSEM Program director and retired Army
lieutenant colonel.

The HSEM Program builds upon an
individual’s technical capabilities derived
from education, training and experience in
fire, law enforcement or military combined
with curricula of business administration,
emergency management and homeland
security instruction. This training prepares
students to lead organizations during a
crisis response. The degree also provides
those at the responder level with an
opportunity to further their education and
increase their competitive advantage for
promotion.

In addition to the Military Security
Studies minor, the HSEM Program has
recently unveiled the new Center for the
Study of Science, Hazards, Response, and
Preparedness, which partners capabilities
from the UAF School of Management, the
Geophysical Institute, the International
Arctic Research Center, and the College of
Natural Science and Mathematics to create
new technologies and operational procedures
to respond to and mitigate global disasters.

To learn more about what the HSEM
Program has to offer, visit the new HSEM
site at www.uaf.edu/som/degrees/
undergraduate/bem/. Wl
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Meritorious Service Medal

5
SSGJay E. Baldwin. . ............... R&R
SFC Betty A.Bell............. 1-207th AVN
SSG Mark A. Thomas . ........ 1-207th AVN
SFC Stephen J. Moulfair .. ... .. 1-207th AVN
MSG David L. Gresham. ......... 207th BSC
LTC Stephan Wilson ............ 103rd CST
MSG Donald Ramey . ... ... JFHQ-AK (Army)
SFC Ernest J. Carrillo ............ 297th MP
SFC Randall C. Lemieux .......... 297th MP
SSG Dennis C. Dillon. . ........... 297th MP
Lt Col Thomas Bolin . ........... 210th RQS
CMSgt Steven Calvin. ........ JFHQ-AK (Air)
Michelle Davidson. . ............ 176th 0SS
Paul Fruend.................. 176th MSG
MSgt Brandon Stuemke. . ........ 212th RQS
MSgt Claudia Walton. . .......... 176th FSF
Capt AaronZamora............. 212th RQS
MSgt Michael B. Malatek. . . ... ... 168th MXS
MSgt Brandon M. Grisham . ... ... 168th OSF
Maj Matthew M. McClurg . ... ... 213th SWS
SMSgt Sharon L. Blair. ......... 168th ARW
SMSgt Christy L. Blaum ......... 168th FSF

Army Commendation Medal

SSG Aracelis E. Ovalles. . . . . JFHQ-AK (Army)
SSG Michael D.Dean . ............ 38th TC

MSG Michael W. Haltom . . . . JFHQ-AK (Army)

Air Force Commendation Medal

L]

TSgt Shane Hargis ............. 212th RQS
MSgt Charles H. Hixon . .......... 168th CF
MSgt Christian D. Willey . ........ 168th ARS
MSgt Gary L. Critchfield ......... 168th MXS
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Army Achievement Medal

CW3 Curtis W. Cain ... ... JFHQ-AK (Army)

Air Force Achievement Medal

Kylie Lippert.................. 176th 0SS
TSgt Keith M. Rowan. ........... 168th ARS
SrA Britany L. Sprague . ......... 168th LRS

Military Outstanding Volunteer
Service Medal

LIRS

CW2 Jeffery A. Amold .......... 207th BSC

Alaska Distinguished
Service Medal

SFC Stephen J. Moulfair .. .. ... 1-207th AVN
SSG Mark A. Thomas . . ...... 1-207th AVN CO

Awards ] Decorations ¢ [fomotions

Alaska Commendation Medal

=
SSG MichaelD.Dean ............. 38th TC
SSG John T. Vojtasek ........... 49th GMD
PFC Tadhg M. Nakada. . ....... 1-207th AVN
SFC Dennis Dillon. .............. 297th MP
SFC ErnestJ. Carrillo ............ 297th MP
SFC Randall C. Lemieux .......... 297th MP
SGT Damion D. Minchaca. .. .... 207th MFTR
SFC Betty A.Bell. ............ 1-207th AVN
SSGJay E.Baldwin. . ............... R&R
MSG Regina M. McDonald ............ NGB

Alaska State Service Medal

SSG Angela Carelock . ......... 207th MFTR

Congratulations to all!

RETIREMENTS

SGT Dennis Tommy . . . .. 1-143rd IN (ABN)
SFC Kendre Jones. ............ MED DET
SFC GordonReid . ....... JFHQ-AK (Army)
MSgt Trojan L. Smith . ........ 213th SWS
TSgt Joseph Brunsvold. . ...... 213th SWS
TSgt Derek Mills . . ........... 168th MXS
Lt Col Douglas Beam ......... 168th OSF
CMSgt Timothy L. Carrier . ... .. 168th MXS
TSgt Mark D. Donica. ......... 168th MXS
ArthurClark ................ 176th ACS
Ronald Sekula. .............. 176th ACS
Linda Dunegan .............. 176th MDG
Donald Hoover ............... 144th AS

Tadd McCauley . ............. 176th LRS
James Martinez ............. 176th LRS
Thomas Gobaugh . ........... 176th MSG
MSgt Claudia Walton. . ......... 176th FSF
Thomas McRae. ............. 176th MOF
Scotty Meek . . ............... 176th WG
Amy Schwalber. . ........... 176th AMXS
Rawley Langvardt........... 176th AMXS
ScottNelsen................ 211th RQS
Michael Matlock . ............ 176th MXS
Timothy Delph. . ........... JFHQ-AK (Air)
Ralph Taylor ................. 176th SFS
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PROMOTIONS

Colonel

DanE. Collins............ JFHQ-AK (Army)
James W. Halliday Jr. . ........... MED DET
Chad J. Parker ............... 297th BfSB
Jeffery A. Roach.......... JFHQ-Ak (Army)
Lieutenant Colonel

KevinT. Clifford. .. ............. 176th WG
Gregory J. Yoschak. ............ 176th WG
EricD.Budd.................. 176th WG
James P Bodolosky ............ 176th WG
Major

Patrick E. Ballard. ... ............ MED DET
Randall K. Russell. ............ 297th BfSB
Samuel D. Scott ............. 1-297th R&S
AlbertE.Wall ............ JFHQ-AK (Army)
Paul M. Kavanaugh............. 176th WG
BrianD. Yeargan............... 176th WG
Benjamin J. Webber . ........... 176th WG
Captain

Gilberto Ortizsegarra. ........... 49th GMD
Troy H. Townsend . .. ............ MED DET
TraciR. Reeves................ 176th WG
Daniel P Kozak ................ 176th WG
Chief Warrant Officer Four

Marcia L. Harrison ............ 297th BfSB
Wayne F. Horton . ................ DET 54
Katheren Sanders ......... JFHQ-AK (Army)
Chief Warrant Officer Three

Brian P Baranek ............. 1-207th AVN
Chief Master Sergeant

Kimberly H. Mortrud . .......... 168th ARW
Master Sergeant (Army)

Robert D. Carson .............. 49th GMD
Kendre A. Jones . ............... MED DET
RyanJ. Weimer................ 103rd CST
Senior Master Sergeant
RichardBeal................... 176th CE
Tiffany Gregory............... 176th MDG
Anthony Liberty ................ 176th CE
Stacy L.Pfau ................ 168th MSG
Scott D. Stewart.............. 168th MSG
Sergeant First Class

Christian D. Cederberg ........... 761st MP
Brian R. Christman ........... 1-207th AVN
Ivan G. Cuevasruiz ................. R&R
Douglas W. McKee .. ... ... JFHQ-Ak (Army)
Kenneth C. Nydam ........... 1-297th CAV
Sheila J. Tadina. ............. 1-207th AVN
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Joseluis Villasenor .............. 207th CS
Joseph D. YeagerdJr ................ R&R
Joseph W. Zimmerman ......... 207th MFTR
Master Sergeant (Air)

Kristofer Abel ................. 212th RQS
Steven Cherry................ 176th MXG
Samuel Cooper................ 176th 0SS
DevinDinardo................. 176th LRS
Daniel Green. ................. 210th RQS
Kristine Laughlinhall . ........... 176th ADS
Lucy Nagel ................... 176th WG
Jason Phillips . ................ 176th ADS
Amy Robinson . ............... 176th SFS
BryanSpake................... 176th CE
BrianT. Zeisel . ................ 168th SFS
Staff Sergeant (Army)

James M. Breton. . ............ 297th BfSB
Wayne H. Chaput ............... 761st MP
Joey Hubert Emon Lewis . .. ... 1-207th AVN
Jacob M. Lingnau............... 297th MP
JasonRafael............. JFHQ-AK (Army)
John F. Tugatuk. . ......... 1-143rd IN (ABN)
John M. Wimberly. ............. 103rd CST
Technical Sergeant

Andre Debrito .. ............... 176th ADS
FranzDeters .................. 176th WG
Kim Matthews. . ............... 176th LRS
Cory Schaefers................. 176th 0G
Nathan Skains. .............. 176th AMXS
KevinSumner................. 176th ACS
JasonS.Mills................. 168th SFS
Rodney A. Phillips. ............. 168th SFS

Justin M. Freling . ............ 168th AMXS
Fredrick W. Smith . . ............ 168th MXS
Jamie L. Garcia. . ............... 168th 0G
Sergeant

Sarah R. Almeida .............. 49th GMD
AaronJ. Axel. . ... 49th GMD
Brandon M. Barnes........... 1-297th R&S
Kevin T. Biscoe . ................ 761st MP
Carol S. CornettdJr. . ............ 1-297 CAV
Travis L. Douglas ............ 1-207th AVN
PhilipR. Gerbin. ................ 297th MP
Jessica M. Jefferis . ............ 49th GMD
Jacob P Johnson ............... MED DET
Colin M. Kelley . ............. 1-297th R&S
Bradley A. Kersbergen. ......... 297th BfSB
GerardoLopez ................ 49th GMD
EstherFE Maka. ............. R&R Battalion
Edwin A. Marcanogarcia.......... 207th CS
Christopher L. Norbert. .. ....... 297th BfSB
Andy J. Ortizalverio. ............ 49th GMD
Joel Panganmartinez. . .......... 49th GMD
Justn D. Simpson .. ............ 49th GMD
Tominiko S. Vaka Jr. ............ 49th GMD
Justin T. Whithead. . . ........... 49th GMD
ToscaM. Yeager.............. 297th BfSB
Staff Sergeant (Air)

Meut Chantha . ................ 176th SFS
Jennifer Fitzpatrick .............. 249th AS
Marilou Llaneza. . .............. 176th SFS
Timothy Magana. .............. 176th MXS
LydiaStroud.................. 176th ADS
Andrea Valentine. .............. 168th FSF
Tiffanni U. Sharnbroich . .......... 168th CF

Alaska Army National Guard
Promotes a Record Crop of

New Colonels

By Brigadier General Mike Bridges, Alaska Army National Guard

During November, four officers received their new symbols of senior rank and
pinned on their eagles: Colonel Jeff Roach, 38th Troop Command, commander;
Colonel Chad Parker, 297th Battlefield Sustainment Brigade, commander; Colonel
Dan Collins, Joint Forces Headquarters, staff judge advocate; and Colonel Doctor
James Halliday, Medical Detachment, dental officer. All of these officers demon-
strated their leadership, professionalism and success in the past to be eligible for the
obligations, potential and opportunities to serve in the senior roles of the Alaska Army
National Guard. The fact that all four were promoted on the same promotion list may
be unprecedented in Alaska Army National Guard history and merits a special

celebration of the quality of our force. W
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Start of the [rail

Welcome to our newest members & employees

212th Rescue Squadron 176th Aircraft Maintenance 176th Logistics Readiness 176th Medical Group
Christopher Blue Squadron Squadron Sarah Bowerfind

Aaron Zamora Rendon Corbin Jimmy Mccombs
Kyle Dickerson Abegail Almario

Kayla Shetfield Mitchell Lee

Bernard Bautista Jenifer Cerimele Elizabeth McJannet

Daniel Smith Nathan Skains Christa Budde

Alex Mannion Breanna Kerr Kenneth Whitlock

Brayton Johnson Meagan Stone

176th Wing 176th Air Defense Seth Wilkinson

Matthew Prieksat Squadron Jessica Caplan

. Joshua Black
176th Comptroller Flight Geroge Lopez

Clara Glynn Breanna Kerr Suzanne Smith

Meagan Stone
176th Maintenance Group Zachary Cherry

Brian Carroll Issac Owens Dustin Dorshorst

Marla Ochavido
John Laughlin
Michael Middleton
Madison Ginnity

168th Security Forces
Squadron

144th Airlift Squadron Amber Still

Domonick Coleman

168th Operations Squadron

176th Operations Group Ryan Seifert

Gustavus Smith

176th Operational Support Squadron 168th Medical Group

Zachariah Raby

WARRIORS

Alaska National Guard February
Joint Forces Headquarters — Alaska (Air) 8-9
Joint Forces Headquarters — Alaska (Army) 22-23

Alaska Army National Guard
297th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade 21-23
38th Troop Command 22-23

Alaska Air National Guard
168th Air Refueling Wing 8-9
176th Wing 8-9

Alaska State Defense Force
Headquarters 8-9

Training Schedule

Here are the inactive training dates for most Alaska Army and
Air National Guard units. All dates are subject to change.

March
1-2
22-23

27-30
14-16

1-2
1-2

29-30

April
12-13
12-13

11-13
12-13

12-13
12-13

12-13

168th Maintenance Squadron

William Sartin
Greg Guzman
Laura Evans

168th Air Refueling Wing
Headquarters

(ep]
Qo
7]
@
<
I
(5]
=]
=
<

168th Communications Flight
Christopher McClure

213th Space Warning
Squadron

Carlos Rosariocastro

168th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron

Kayla Spencer

168th Student Flight
Taylor Blair

168th Operations Support
Flight

Harvey Campbell
Jarvis Johnson

168th Mission Support Flight
Melanie McManus
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"REACHING OUT MAKES A REAL DIFFERENCE.

Discover real stories of courage in the battle against combat stress. REAL WARRIORS *REAL BATTLES

Call Toll Free 866-966-1020 * www.realwarriors.net REAL STRENGTH
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Using a combination of
coaching and medication
will dramatically improve
your chances of quitting.

Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW
to receive a FREE
customized plan to
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ALASKA'S
TOBACCO

QUIT ILINE

1-800-QUIT-NOW

IT'S FREE. IT'S CONFIDENTIAL. AND IT WORKS.

alaskaquitline.com




